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LEXIS FROM THE SPHERE OF ORTHODOX SPIRITUALITY IN 
SERBIAN AND ITS LEXICOGRAPHIC TREATMENT 
SUMMARY 
The subject of this dissertation is the classification of lexis from the sphere of 
Orthodox spirituality in contemporary Serbian, description and suggestions concerning its 
lexicographic treatment, as well as lexical-semantic, word-fomation and etymological 
analyses regarding a part of these lexical units. 
The dissertation has several aims: to determine the basic framework of thematic 
groups and subgroups of lexical units from this field in contemporary Serbian in 
accordance with the classification of the Orthodox spirituality; to determine the place of 
this research in the wider context of studies of language and religion, e.g. within the 
theolinguistics and similar interdisciplinary studies, and to present the results of previous 
research in this linguistic discipline; to determine the place of this kind of lexis in the entire 
lexical system of contemporary Serbian; to define its place and requirements in the context 
of Serbian descriptive lexicography. 
The research is set within the framework of the theocentric paradigm of observing 
scientific issues, a model which has mainly been applied within theolinguistics. The 
following methods have been applied in the analysis: constructive, statistical, analytic, 
corpus-driven; methods of theoretical and componential analysis, analysis of lexicographic 
definitions and, finally, contextual analysis. In the context of specialized studies in 
linguistics, our research is placed at the interface of lexicology and lexicography. 
Our main task was to determine, systematize and comprehensively describe 
Orthodox spirituality itself. It is presented in three aspects: 1. according to its internal 
structure; 2. in the course of its historical development, and 3. in peoples’ lives. We have 
explored each of these aspects individually, which provided the basis for the classification 
of lexis from the sphere of Orthodox spirituality, presented in a graphical format.  
The corpus for this research comprises around 15,000 lexical units, excerpted from 
lexicographic and other sources, the list of which has been provided below the bibliography 
section. The classification of lexemes according to thematic groups and subgroups, as well 
as lexicographic considerations, are both based on the entire corpus. On the basis of a 
smaller corpus of lexical units, whose content is given in the appendix, we have carried out 
some more profound lexical-semantic, word-formation and etymological analyses.
Lexical units belonging to the Orthodox onomasticon, called agionyms in 
linguistics, New Testament and Old Testament biblical words, as well as the main 
terminological systems which belong to the general area of Orthodox spirituality – 
constitute the lexis of Orthodox spirituality in the strict sense.
Lexical units belonging to the general stock, with some of their secondary meanings 
falling within the sphere of Orthodox spirituality, as well as some other terminological 
systems that only indirectly or partially belong to this sphere  constitute the lexis of 
Orthodox spirituality in the wider sense.   
Several conclusions have been drawn from the in-depth analysis of a smaller corpus 
of lexical units. We have determined that there are three main groups that constitute 
Orthodox spirituality lexis: terminological lexis, general lexis and the so-called specialized 
lexis. The last group includes lexical units which cannot belong to either of the two general 
groups, and which are used only in the context of Orthodox spirituality. It has about the 
same, even a slightly greater, number of lexical units compared to the terminological lexis 
group.   
This segment of the lexicon of contemporary Serbian has also been viewed from a 
lexicographic perspective in this dissertation. We have presented the macro and 
microstructure of an upcoming specialized linguistic dictionary, entitled Thematic 
Thesaurus of Lexis from the Sphere of Orthodox Spirituality (TTLOS). Moreover, we have 
given suggestions of possible modifications concerning the lexicographic treatment of these 
lexical units in Serbian descriptive lexicography, primarily in the compilation of the 
Dictionary of Serbo-Croatian Literary and Vernacular Language of the Serbian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts. 
Keywords: Orthodox spirituality, lexis, lexicography, lexical unit, thematic group, 
dictionary of lexis from the sphere of Orthodox spirituality, lexicographic treatment of 
words from the sphere of Orthodox spirituality, Dictionary of the Serbian Academy, 
lexicographic definition. 
Scientific fields of interest: linguistics. 
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